The sudden manifestation of cholera in Mesopotamia, at a time when no vestige of the disease was known to exist in any part of the Ottoman or Persian dominions, took everybody by surprise, and few would believe at first that the outbreak was really one of the dreaded Asiatic scourge. herds of buffaloes. One source of wealth is still left to them, viz., the crop of dates afforded by the immense forests of palm-trees that cover the land on both sides of the Shat-el-Arab. The export of these dates from Bassora amounted in 1872 to eight tons; in 1874 to twenty-five tons; and in 1888 to sixty thousand tons. A number of horses, varying from 1,500 to 5,000, are, moreover, annually exported from the Muntefik to British India. They are sent there towards the end of October, after the monsoon season is over, and the Arab grooms who take them to India return to their country in the spring.
On the first of August 1889 the Mutessarif (governor) of Nasriyeh telegraphed to the Yali (governor-general) of Bagdad that a fatal outbreak had manifested itself in the district ?f Muntefik, and requested that Dr. Gazala might be sent there to ascertain its nature. A subsequent telegram, however, dated on the 2nd, stated that cholera had broken out at Shatra, on the Shat-el-Ha'f canal.
Dr. Lubicz, on receiving this news from the Yali, ordered Dr. Gazala to proceed at once to Shatra, and Gazala quitted The Commission, taking into consideration all these facts, is led to infer that Bassora was the starting-point of the Mesopotamian cholera outbreak of 1889, and that the malady was brought there from British India. Dr. Lubicz discards the notion of the horse-dealers having been the vehicle of this importation, because cholera already existed in Bassora previous to the return of the horsedealers from India.
